A MESSAGE FROM THE PROGRAM CHAIR

On behalf of the Design faculty, | want to thank you for your interest in our Design Studies program at
West Virginia University. We are very proud of this new program for it will provide tremendous
opportunities for students to excel in the design professions. Below is a summary including eligibility
for acceptance, program requirements, and employment options.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Design Studies program at West Virginia University is a 4-year curricula with a
strong interdisciplinary focus and there are no caps on the maximum number of
students enrolled. The program is based on each student’s area of interest, and
includes a minor to focus their studies as well as a required internship in a position
related to their Design Studies focus.

ENTRANCE INTO THE PROGRAM

The Design Studies major is not a competitive entry program. It is open to all Freshmen, and to
students transferring into the program as long as they meet the GPA requirement. Students must have
a minimum of a 2.5 overall GPA to enter the program, and must maintain an overall 2.25 throughout
their time in the major. Any student whose GPA drops below the required minimum will be officially
notified and put on academic probation. Students with a GPA falling below the required minimum will
not be allowed to continue with Design Studies and ID major courses until their GPA has been
sufficiently raised. Students meet with their academic advisor at the beginning of their program to
determine a Program of Study for their academic major.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Coursework
Design Studies is a 4-year major that includes a required minor, an internship in the student's chosen

area of interest, and a final capstone experience. A total of 128 hours are req|j| | GcNINININNG



